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Corridor Strategies

This section discusses the corridor strategies for the Eastern Shore Corridor. They
have been formulated to improve safety, mobility, and capacity along the Eastern
Shore Corridor. The functions of the corridor are listed below, and Figure 12
presents a matrix that shows how the strategies relate to each corridor function.

Functions of the Eastern Shore Corridor

> Link between Hampton Roads and Eastern Shore for both passengers and freight
>  Main street through Eastern Shore

> Access to beaches, Chincoteague, Assateague, NASA Wallops Island

Strategies were formulated based on trends, system performance, issues/challenges,
elements of the VDOT Six-Year Program, the Constrained Long-Range Plans for each
Metropolitan Planning Organization, visions and plans for the various Planning
Districts, and any available Comprehensive Plan visions and strategies for each
county and jurisdiction within each corridor. A Regional Planning Forum was held
in the spring of 2009 with transportation representatives from across Virginia,
including VDOT, Planning Districts and MPOs, transit agencies, the Virginia Airport
Authority, the Port of Virginia, and other stakeholders in the Virginia transportation
system. Public meetings were held in four locations in June and July of 2009
(Northern Virginia, Richmond, Hampton Roads, and Roanoke). Corridor
deficiencies and what could be done to alleviate these deficiencies were discussed,
with this information playing a major role in the formulation of these strategies.
These strategies are part of a continuing planning process and are designed to be
used as a guide for future transportation plans along the corridor within Virginia.
They are not the explicit policy of the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB),
though they are designed to assist the CTB, state and local transportation agencies,
and local planning organizations in their planning efforts along the corridor. Specific
corridor strategies and improvement recommendations will ultimately be developed
as part of subsequent planning analyses at the State and local level.
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Figure 12 - Eastern Shore Corridor Strategies vs. Functions Matrix
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3.1 Strategies for Eastern Shore Corridor

Strateqy: Improve safety and mobility along U.S. 13 throughout the Eastern Shore through
better access management.

Accomack County and Northampton County, both located along the Eastern Shore
of Virginia and along the northern portion of U.S. 13 through the Commonwealth,
have identified poor existing access management conditions as a major issue. U.S. 13
is the main corridor through these counties and the Eastern Shore, and as more
development takes place, the corridor loses through capacity. The Regional Planning
Forum has identified this as a major deficiency and called for better access
management through the Eastern Shore.

The counties call for consolidation of driveways, reduction in the number of median
breaks, making spot improvements at high-crash areas and other deficient areas, and
the possibility of local access roads in denser communities. This would improve not
only capacity but safety along the Eastern Shore Corridor and allow for better access
to the tourist areas.

Strateqy: Improve safety and mobility along U.S. 13 through land use planning by discouraging
development directly along the corridor, especially strip development.

As the Eastern Shore Corridor on the Eastern Shore becomes more developed, there
is a call by both counties to discourage strip development or even discourage
development altogether directly along the corridor. Discouraging strip development
and encouraging more clustered commercial and industrial development is
important to avoid future access management issues, such as multiple driveways and
median crossovers along the roadway. As this is the only major north-south corridor
through this region of Virginia, this roadway needs to remain viable for through
traffic and for tourist traffic. Safety should not be compromised along U.S. 13, and
capacity should be compromised as little as possible to keep traffic moving.

Strateqy: Ensure continued freight movement across the Chesapeake Bay through investment
in the Bay Coast Railroad and Barge and encouraging other barge transport of freight.

Currently, the Bay Coast Railroad and Barge moves freight to and from the Port of
Virginia via barge across the Chesapeake Bay and transferring to rail on either end.
This practice should continue, and increased use of barge transport should be
considered. This corridor is the shortest route from the Port of Virginia to New York
and other northern destination points. Considering U.S. 13 operates as a local access
road as well as a through corridor along the Eastern Shore and considering that the
Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel, the highway connection between Hampton Roads
and the Eastern Shore is only currently constructed as a two-lane facility, a minimum
number of trucks should be using the highway facilities. The Regional Planning
Forum identified the need for more barge transport of freight along this corridor, and
while it currently takes place, it needs to continue into the future and increase if
market forces allow. In addition, continued barge transport from the Port of Virginia
to Baltimore, MD and other points, such as the Port of Richmond and the Port of
Alexandria should continue into the future.
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3.2 Strategies vs. VTrans2035 Goals

The above strategies relate to the seven goals of VIrans2035, and Figure 13 illustrates
this relationship. A discussion of each of the goals is below.

>

Goal 1: Safety and Security — Provide a safe and secure transportation system.
One strategy relates directly to improving safety throughout the Eastern Shore
through better access management. In addition, another relates to future
development and access management along the Eastern Shore, which takes
safety into account. All of the strategies lead to an increase in capacity, including
transporting more freight by barge, as this will remove some trucks from the
roadway and the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel.

Goal 2: System Maintenance and Preservation — Preserve and maintain the
condition of the existing transportation system. All of the strategies help to
achieve this goal, as the existing transportation system is maintained and
preserved, and in many cases, improved. It is important that the Chesapeake
Bay Bridge-Tunnel, a historic engineering marvel in Virginia be maintained and
preserved. In addition, barge transport via the Bay Coast Railroad and Barge
should be maintained and even expanded. A shift of freight from truck to barge
could also reduce road maintenance costs by reducing truck travel.

Goal 3: Mobility, Connectivity, and Accessibility —Facilitate the easy
movement of people and goods, improve interconnectivity of regions and
activity centers, and provide access to different modes of transportation. All of
the strategies promote increased mobility, connectivity, and accessibility. All
strategies increase the capacity and therefore, the mobility, connectivity, and
accessibility along the roadway in some way, whether through better access
management or by expansion of rail and barge transport.

Goal 4: Environmental Stewardship — Protect the environment and improve
the quality of life for Virginians. An increase in safety and mobility will help to
achieve environmental stewardship, as vehicles travel times should decrease,
which should lead to decreased emissions. In addition, movement of freight by
barge helps to minimize the number of trucks and reduce emissions.

Goal 5: Economic Vitality — Provide a transportation system that supports
economic prosperity. Increasing barge transport of freight should lead to more
economic prosperity on the Eastern Shore. Encouraging smarter development
along the Eastern Shore by reducing strip development in favor of clustered
development is economically sound.

Goal 6: Coordination of Transportation and Land Use — Facilitate the effective
coordination of transportation and land use to promote livable communities.
Improving safety and mobility along the Eastern Shore goes hand-in-hand with
better land use decisions, including discouragement of strip development along
the roadway. In addition, local planning efforts should protect airspace and
ensure that airports are not compromised by encroachment of incompatible land
uses.
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Figure 13 - Eastern Shore Corridor Strategies vs. Goals Matrix
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